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AMNYOMNE who thinks that the cult of celebrity began with Princess Diana and Britney
Spears may want to take a seat front row at the Kinag's this week and check out Patience.

Back in the late-1800s — generations before the likes of Russell Brand and FPete Doherty

— itwas the poets of the
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Its a decision that was not lost on the enchanted audience last night., who derived a
great deal of joy from the faithful portrayal

professional.

professional operas that arrive in Edinburgh a good run for their money.

The company's proficient recital was assisted in no small part by Alan Borthwick, 3
director with a genuine appreciation of the intent behind the text and an excellent eye for
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While some of the cast lack the vocal strength and stamina of professional singers, they
make up for any shortcomings with enthusiasm and an obvious affection for the music.

The women in the chorus were in fine fettle as the 20 fickle, heartsick maidens
alternately pining for the love of lan Lawson's deliciously devious Reginald Bunthorne
and the soldiers they'd spurned for beauty; after all, how can one love a man whose
uniform is in primary colours? Their classical poses were a highlight and Susan
Horsburgh's lovelorn Lady Jane made the most of every comic opportunity on stage.

Enter the men, who, upon discovering that their women folk have been seduced by a
man in a floppy hat, resolve to win them back by any means necessary.

Meanwhile, level-headed milkmaid Patience finds herselfin a dilemma when she is
advised that frue love is always unselfish. Should she, then, marry the poet she loves
and deprive the world of his beauty or the poet she despises, thus living unselfishly?

Though it's not a dilermma for modern women, it gave Debbie Wake the chance to shine
as the perplexed heroine. Forfunately Patience is not beautiful, so itf's acceptable far her
poet suitors to love her unselfishly. What a pity, in our plastic surgery obsessed culture,
that some things are harder to translate than others.
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