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96 YIARS OF HOLLYWOOD HISTORY:
THE FOX STUDIO 10T

In1928, FOX Film Corporation’s principal studio, dubbed Movietone City, opened in West
Los Angeles. Unlike the production lots of nearby Hollywood, many of which had grown
in somewhat random fashion, Movietone City was a planned development. It was laid out
like a miniature city, with ‘factory’ buildings in one section, offices nearby and residences
southeast of the main commercial core. The street system was enhanced by small squares
and pocket parks. Each building constructed between 1928 and 1932 had a role in film
production, from the ornate administration buildings and soundproof stages to more
utilitarian support facilities. As home to the first production stages ever to be built for the
‘talkies,” Movietone City heralded FOX’s dominance in both new sound technology and the
entertainment industry.

It was at the FOX Studio Lot that some of the biggest stars could be found (Shirley
Temple, Marilyn Monroe, Mel Brooks) and where films that would become cultural
touchstones (The Sound of Music, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Die Hard) were made.
A visit to the Foi Studio Lot is a visit to hallowed ground in the annals of Hollywood history.

96 years later, much of Movietone City remains unchanged, though the lot it sits on
has grown to encompass 15 sound stages, screening rooms, post-production facilities and
four commissary eateries, in addition to other filming locations.

And more development is in store. FOX Corporation, which retained ownership of the
lot when most of its entertainment assets were acquired by Walt Disney Co. in 2019, has
announced plans for a $1.5 billion upgrade to add more facilities to meet the demand of
renters looking to utilize the space for television and movie production.

The Conservancy recognizes the need for the FOX Studio Lot to grow and adapt,
and is providing guidance on how it can do so while still retaining the historic elements
that speak to its legacy. For the last year, the Conservancy has worked closely with FOX
representatives on its long-term master plan. No stranger to working with Hollywood

Left: The FOX Studio on its opening day in 1928. Right: Pico Avenue in the 1940s.

studios, FOX is one of many that, over the years, has been positively impacted by the
Conservancy'’s advocacy efforts.

For example, the Conservancy was intrinsic in pushing for sensitive new construction
and the adoption of a clear design review process with the City’s Office of Historic
Resources when, in 2015, Paramount Pictures proposed an ambitious master plan to guide
improvements to its Hollywood studio lot.

In 2018, the Conservancy worked with CBS and community members to have
Television City in the Fairfax District designated as a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCWM),
and recently has been working with Hackman Capital Partners to ensure that a proposed
new development surrounding it is compatible.

Currently, the Conservancy is assessing the potentialimpact of $1 billion dollars’ worth
of proposed upgrades to the historic Radford Studio Center in Studio City.

For decades, the Conservancy has been dedicated to finding win-win solutions in
its work on Hollywood studios—including FOX. The goal of ensuring economic viability
for an ever-evolving industry needs to be balanced with protecting the historic legacy
of these rich, storied, and irreplaceable places. The FOX Studio Lot is in its 96th year of
existence. Changes have occurred to the site, and changes will continue to happen. But
sensitive development and constructive partnerships can result in what the FOX Studio Lot
is a shining example of—a productive, operating studio committed to preserving its historic

integrity. Here's to the next 96 years!
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Special thanks to FOX FUTURE
for being the Lead Sponsor of the
FOX Studio tour.

Major funding for the Los Angeles Conservancy’s
programs is provided by the LaFetra Foundation
and the Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation.
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Movietone City
A good portion of the current lot was built by FOX Film Corporation

between 1928 and 1932. It was originally known as Movietone City in honor

of its new “movietone” sound process. |t was the first complete film studio in
Southern California buili to accommodate the }'.)qu uction of sound motion
pictures. Unlike many studios at the time, Movietone City was a carefully
planned development designed to mimic a small city with its own main

street, residential area, and indusirial core.
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Serving as a scoring stage for television and film since the

1930s,

the Newman Scoring Stage sat empty for years
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Q n your tour, you will be escorted on
k”j walk-through of the FOX Studio Lc‘

beginning at the original Movietone City sectio
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before reopening in 1997. Many beloved films have been

scored here, including The Sound of Music and the original

Planet of the Apes.
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The original New York Street

Since then, it has served as ¢

films, and commercials. In 2

| 1+l — | vy S s 2l
s upgraded with modern technology, and

SR | » |
building facades were either replaced or restored.

STAGE
10

STAGE
1

THIRD STREET
SECOND STREET

AVENUE F

CRAFT
BUILDING

il

TENNESSEE
RVENUE
—

L

Artist’s & Writer’s Village

This collection of bungalows was built as | of the original

ay-from-home

for actors such as Will Rogers, Marilyn Monroe, and St

Movietone City.
nirley

Termple when they were filming on the lot. Many of these

f

bungalows now serve as rooms for writers.

Tennessee Avenue Gate 6

Opening onto the now residential Tennessee Avenue, this

iron gate was once the original Movietone City entrance.

fans as it served as the

It may look familiar to Mel B
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entrance to a movie studio in the 1976 comedy Sitent Movie.
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