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The Grave 01 Evory Hope is part of the Royal Shal<espeare Company's Amigo"" 
Project. The Project has been made possible because the RSC's Education Department is the 
recipient of the major 1991 Sainsbury's A¥I81d for Arts Education of £100,000. 

Using the story of Antigone, Sophocles' Greek tragedy, as a stimulus, groups of 
young people in six different regions of the country are working with professior . .aJ writers and 
directors to create their own new plays. The project is taking place in a number of culturally and 
environmentally diverse areas of the UK Cheshire, Comwall, Country Durilam, London, Scotiand 
and Solihull in the West Midlands. 

On the 21 st and 22nd November 1992, the An1lgone. Project will culminate in a 
'Weekend festival of young people's original creative work , when all six plays will be presented at The 
Other Place, the RSC's new studio theatre in Stratford~pon-Avon , 

The Sainsbury Awards are designed to recognise and encourage new educational activities 
in the arts. The winners were chosen because they best succeeded in widening young peor-' 
experience, understanding and interest in the arts, either as participants or as members of ........... 
audience. The Sainsbury's arts sponsorship programme also includes the Sainsbury's Choir of the 
Year Competition, and support for the annual Contemporary Art Society's 'Art Market' at Smith's 

Galleries, Covent Garden. 

DIRECTOR'S NOTE: 

Scottish Youth Theatre's XSYT Production. Company is delighted to have been invited to partici· 
pate in this prestigious project. Working alongside playwright lara Jane Bunting, the group was 
asked to use Sophocles' Antigone as a stimulus to explore eontem porary dramatic language. The 
group was then required to create their own new FHaY based on these explorations. 

In May '92 an XSYT Company of 30 young peopkt, actors and stage managers, came together for a .~! 
.~ 

period of intense workshops. These sessions looked at Sophocles' play and at Timberlake 
Wertenbakers new translation; explored the nature of Greek drama, especially the place of the 
chorus; noted the value masks, physical theatre and music might be to the piece. The workshops 
were led by the creative team : Mary McCluskey (Directo~, Ralph Haggerty (Musical Director), Steve 
Small (Asst Director) , Grahem Hunter (Design Consultan~ and Lara Jane Bunting (Playwrigh~. 

A decision was made early on in the process to concentrate on drawing parallels between G 
mythology and our 0'M"l, Celtic mythology. The group became excited by this and much rese8:rd. 
was carried out investigating the place 01 the gods, fate and destiny in pre·Olristian Celtic society. 
These worhhop sessions and recent rehearsals have produced many magical moments that 'We 

can't hope to re-<:reate. However the shared experience inspired the company to develop the play 
you will see tonight. 

Mary MeClu.key 
September 1992 


