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The History;

Thomas A Becket was born in London im 1113 of a wealthy
MNorman family. He was educated in Paris and his keen inigllect was put
to good uwse as u delegate of the Archbishop of Cunterbury.  [Iis
reputation led the newly crowned King Henry 11 to appoint him
Chancellor of England in 1155, Thomas excelled in this exwemely
powerful position, as diplomat, administrator and cven as a gencral on
the baitlefield. He became the king's closest confidami, and im the
conflict between Church and State that characterised the period, he was
bold in his advancement of royal objectives. Thus, when the Archbishop
died in 1162, Thomas seemed the obvious choice as a  puppet
replacement, and was duly appointed. In his new office, however, he
vnexpecicdly became as ardent a defender of the Church as he had
previously been of the crown. The resulting rift with Henry was the
cause of a long exile in France. Mevertheless, in December 1170 Thomas
returnéd to England.....

T. 8. Eliot was borm in Missouri in 1888 but became a British
subject in 1927, joining the Anglican Church after years of spiritual
wandering. The 1930s wiinessed his attempl 10 revive poetic drama in
a new and radical form. He produced “Murder in the Cathedral” for the
Canterbury festival in 1935, It was his first, and argoobly his fioes
poetic drama,

*

Athelfled aims to smash the horizons of what we call “thearre” by
laying the beans of originality smartly but gently upon the toast of
tradition, for how can the performing arts stir the soul withowt firs
seducing the senses? After a month's ceaseless rchearsals, we feel thai
we have at last perfecied the ultimate theological blockbuster. It is
plainly obvious 10 man or beast that our siyle will be widely copicd, and
in fact if you look closely you will see Kenneth Branagh sitting on yow
right in an extremely cunning disguise..... MNeedless 1o say, we are un
amateur student drama company!

On a slightly more serious note, our members met through the
Quad Theatre Company at Madras College St. Andrews, Scottish Youth
Theatre, and Kirkcaldy Tech.

We hope you will enjoy our humble representation of o
masterpiece of modern theatre....



