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Catallna Island's New Pleasure BuildIng 

AVALON (Catalina I.>land) Fen. 
23.-The $1,000,000 thealer and 
dance palace undcl' con.~lruc

tion by WillIam Wl'lglc)', Jr., sched
uled to open June 1, has so In
creased In cost that I, now bas 
passed the $2.000,000 mark. 

steam shovel., this week nrc mak
Ing the Immen.qe buUding visible 
from the se:1 by levclillG' a cll!! 
whIch now hides It. The !:rnnlte 
composIng the clUf Is b~lnJ; hauled 
out to a submel'g~d rcc! scvernl 
hundred yards dlstnnt. 

The Catalina thealer buildIng Is 
of circular typ~ of enormous slze. 
A total of 10).000 sacks of cement 
was requIred for the concrcte 
work; 1500 tons of structural steel 
for 28,222 separate pieces for braces; 
422 tons of relnlorcing steel and 25,-
000 yards of sand and rock for the 
foundations. The roof requires 
lOS,OOO catalina rcd curved tlle. 

The theater auditorium, on the 
main floor, Is 115 {eet In dIameter. 
The full dome ccllfng 15 forty-five 
feet high und the theater wlJl seat 
2500 per~olls, 

The ballroom on the floor above Is 
said to be the largest In AmerIca. 
It Is 18,000 square fect In area and 
Jarge enough to accommodate 5000 
persons. The floor is lllid on float
Ing corle and fclt. There arc no 
supporting pIllars on either the 
dance floor or theater audItorIum, 
for the building Is braced horIzon
tally and verLlcally, InvolvIng new 
engineering princIples, An indirect 
lighting system will be used. 

GabrIel Beckm.'1n. mural artist, Is 
In charge of decoratlng nine panels 
depicting a sequence at submarIne 
scenes. 

Webber &: SpauldIng, Los Angeles 
architects, designee! the building. 
Tom White, lessee, wllJ operate the 
{heater. He has charge of the 
op~ning, June 1. 


