
OPENING OF HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE 
aDd Opera House. Glasgow. 

(FROM OUR OWN OOImESPONDBNT.) 
Thi~ w~~niticent Theatre, whioh has bcen in the cow'se ot 

erection during the vast seven months, w 8 opened to the public 
011 Saturday evenln~, 28th December, 1 7, uutler the 
managem'ent of 1\[r J. F. M'Fadyen. The event i one of more 
tb~n ordinary imp(U'ta,nce in the they.tl'icy.1 anual . of ' Ja. gow, 
iUH.8IDuch as the new house is on the Bouth -ide of the river, 
where, hitherto, no place of dramatic ent l,t' iJlfU ~Jlt hal) 
ever existed. \Vithiu the la.!;t few years sevea-a.l 8 'hernot; f 1'the 
ere~tion of a south'side Theatl'e have been propos d, au 1 in 
one instance endea.voUI'! were made to promote iI. jOiHt'ijto 'k 
compa.ny with thH-t object iu view. Pla.n8 wel'e evcn vrCI'al'CU, 
and II. prospectus iuued l,ointing to the purchase of an eligible 
site in Ca. ... ton·pla.~e; but thore the mlttter end d, anu our 
fellow citizens" acrOM the watel' " were yet without il.lh'a.u ll tic 
retreato{ theil' own. Thatlttate of atra.it'shM now, hoWe\l r, b en 
altered by the enterprise of ~lr John l\lol'.ris n, the Pl'opL'iet l' 

and builder of U Hel' !\Iajestys/' which fOl' elog' n ' , . mfol' , 
a.nd compietenesif is unsurpa.ssed in Scotland. The buildiug, 
which also comprises a. commodious suite of a.8sen bly hAlls, 
is situa.ted in l\Iain 'street, Oorbi&.18, Olle of the most populous 
districts of the city. The frontage iii in the Doric style, wi tb 
a row of six fluted colnmnllupporting an ornan1ent 1 cnt bJ.:: . 
ture, which is sUl'mounted by .jx I&rge figures. Atthe wo 
extrelllities art; ca.pital statuel of hakespcare nd Bums, t he 
figures betwecn them representing Tr·a.gedy, orucdy, 1\tu i', 
and Burlesque. The general effect of the fK9ade is , t on 
graceful and imposing. The principal entrance from Main· 
!jtl'eet is 12 feet wiele, and leads tirst of all into a vestibule 
30 feet by 25 feet from which ClCOOSS is gained t 
stalls and dress.circie, the former being fitted up with 
luxul'iou8 chah's in cl'imson velvet. The cit'ele is al.: 
uphol"tel'ed in the Ha.me l'ich ma.terial. A separate d08l', 11 
feet wiue, in Huthel'glen-I,.,a.d, leadH to pit and gallel'Y Le 
Ilttter being reached by a. substantial stair, H.nd being ea ted f l' 
750 persons. The pit is seated for the Hame number, anu tLc 
house can accommodate in all 2,500 persons. The circle ancl 
gallery above are both constructed . in horseshoe sba.pe, &tnll 
.. ise gently to wards the rear. There is It. COl'l'~l.JoDui 0 
incline from the stltlls to the back of the pit, 8<nd it clear veiw 
of the stage can thus be hac" from all pltrt.s of th hou~ . 
From the stage to the back of the it the tlist-ance is ' (', 
with a. width of n' feet, while tbe mea urement ff Dl f 01.· 
light,ij to mjddle of circle is 30 feet. 

The roof is covel'ed to the heiiht of eight feet with « I'U;- . 

mental l'ib~ rising to the circuJal' ceiling ill the ccn t l' , f1' · Ul 
which devcl1dt; a. lat'ge suulight, having S\ ventila,tol' h. t 
ahov • commuui 'ating with t,be val'ious ail' openings thl'out"ll -
out the structure. Swallel' 8uIllights cue intl'oduccll in oth r 
l>l4.l'ts of the hOlum, and ~ I've the double purpose of lightin 
and ventilating. l'he decoJ'ations, which are of the rno t 
cha.ste aull elegant desclivtion, wero designed by and execu d 
untler the pel'sonal supervision of our clever local artist, !\Ir 
Joseph ::5harpe, on whom they reflect a world of credit. 

Tlie preva.llinl tillts 8.1'e ma.ize, pink, and green: picked out 
with gold. The embellishment of the balcony consists of 
alternate scrolled panels, with puffinp of crimson amtin, anll 
ornam(\nta.l trusses bearing mimature caryatides, which sUI
POl't the coping. 

All the doo1'8 in the building are made to open outward. , 
and special modes of egres8 ha.ve been provided in case of 
emergency, while hydrants are pla~d at convenient stations 
throughout the building l'Ca.<ly for immedia.te use. All parts 
of the house are provided with well-ventilated la.vatories, &c" 
stalls and circle having additional accommodation in the sha}Je 
of cloa.k and I'etiring rooms for both ladies and gentlemen. 
Altogether, the arra.ngements for the comfort of the audience 
are thoroughly satisfactory Olld complete in every I'espect. 
The proscenium opening is 27 feet wide, and on each side are 
two fluted pilasters surmounted by emblemationl figure" 
which, as well as those on the f8.9ade, are the work of Alr 
Young, Dumbarton·road. Behind the curtain the stage h. 
a depth of 42 feet, with A. width equal to that of the audio 
torium, while the llepth of the cellar is 28 feet. The usu 1 
gallerics are run along the side walla at a height of 25 feet abov 
the sta.ge, and on this level alao, but at the very back 
of the stage, is a. spa.cious painting room. The stage itself is 
fitted up with all the most modern machinery an I appli
a.nces that money could l)l·ocure. The comfOl't of the l'tist, 
too, hels eceivctl the nlost cal'efu) y,ttention. The d ctfsing· 
roomY, of whi~h thel'oal'e a great wany, ba.ve eitch a. tire·pIa.'~ 
and a. plentiful supply of watel'. There is alijo a. Sl'een,r Olu, 

band·roolD, h .... ge ijul,ers rooUl, pl'Opel'ty·room, and war rob , 
H-U of which, al weI as the dre88ing·roow~, al'e in tLe rear 0 ' 
the stale, while ou eithel' side 81'e a. 8cene dock and ·a.q>6utcl' .· 
shop. The lime·light tauks-the tin6lt in S~tland- a.n gas· 
metel'au'e in H. shed outBitle the rua.in building; so tha.t, !JhouM 
a.ny accident occur, the a.udience will be beyond d~ngel'. No 
cost has been spal'ed ill the constl'uction of the Thea.tr , 
the end in view being 'ompleteness in all depal'tDleut ' 
and that en(l hit'" cel'tainly been a.ttitined. The u.l'cbite·t, 
is nIr G~ol'ge DOllgla./j 'Vest. ' corge-8tl' ct, lUl' 1\1 l'l'itlon 
(Proprietor) hiwself being the builder. The woodwork was 
executed by 1\1l' Ja.mes 1\Iorrit;on, the as-fitting autl v 'D tiJ<t,tju~ 
by Messrs D, a.Du G, rabam, the machinelY of t.11 sta e by 
l\lr Fan'eJ (resident carpenter) and · siBttt.nts~ th lIVhols CliD:;> 
by Messrs F, and T. Swith, Ullion-stl'eet, a.lld the) a.iJlting by 
n1l' Edga.r. The spleudid a.ct·drop is the \"ork of l\lt'John 
Connor, Rud whell dL;closed excited gl'&A.fj admil'ati Lt. It muy 
be added tha.t the wQ.l1s of the buildh:g and also the I)ta,il' ' cl .• ~ 
are constl'uctetl of stone. 

The Pantomime of Ali Brba; fJI' the Portll 'l''' iac, wa' the 
ol~uing attraction. PlevioU8, however, to the cowmeu 'elJlcut 
of the pel'fOl'lllanC tit N,t-tional AntheUl W~ suug hy t 
entire tl' ngth of the company. As mi&hL het. c be 11 
expecteJ t the h use was \: 1' wded in H.lllhu'ts. 


