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t's hard to believe, but Holly
wood has an opera house. Of 
course, it wasn't built because 

the entertainment capital sud
denly lusts after culture. It anchors 
a new shopping center, Hollywood 
& Highland. Its fame comes from 
its most significant purpose: hous
ing the Academy Awards cer
emony. But it is horseshoe
shaped, with opera boxes that rise 
four tiers high. 

Intended for many purposes, it 
can be used for staging opera (not 
that anything of the sort has been 
announced). And the first notes 
heard in the 3,SOO-seat Kodak 
Theatre at its opening event Friday 
night came from the opera litera
ture the overture to Glinka's 
"Ru Ian and Ludmilla," performed 
by the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra. 
The popular tenor Russell Wat-

is also known as lithe 
people's tenor," though he likes to 
caU himself "the voice" further 
inaugurated the house by belting 
out a couple of arias. 

The Kodak may be just what the 
academy needs to facilitate televi
sion cameras hungry to peer deep 
into the stars' eyes as they clutch 
their Oscars or avid for fresh angles 
on cheesy production numbers. 
"Until today, Oscar only had a red 
carpet," an executive from the Ca
nadian developers, TrizecHahn, 
who built mall and hall, said from 
the stage in opening remarks. "To
day Oscar has a home." 

The architect David Rockwell 
and the hall's technicians (no 
acou tician is credited) eem to 
have taken that mandate literally, 
designing an auditorium for a 
statuette with blind eye and tin 
ear. A human audience, however, 
is asked to endure quite a bit in this 
ungracious building. The walk in 
from the street is through a shop
ping galleria with piped-in pop 

music, the high frequencies ag
gressively pumped up and harshly 
reflected offhard surfaces. 

Inside the theater, the assault 
never ceases. The stage is a large 
oval proscenium, framed, like a gi
ant vanity mirror, by small light 
bulbs. Ranks of unshielded lights 
hang down over the stage and 
regularly blind the audience. Or
chestra and tenor were amplified. 
An ungainly mixing console was 
among the parterre seats. Its busy 
staff produced sound ever loud, 
never true. 

In fact, one would have to go 
back to the beginning of sound re
production to find such primitive 
representation of an orchestra. 
Perhap that was the Kodak's nod 
to history. George Eastman (who 
founded Kodak) and Thomas Edi
son were pioneers in film technol
ogy. The malJ itself is a tumescent 
tribute to a silent movie set. And 
the di torted orchestral one 
heard Friday, in which individual 
instruments were barely recogniz-
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Popular British tenor Russell Watson at the Kodak Theatre's opening. 

able and where orchestral balance 
was nonexistent, proved an 
equivalent nod to Edison's experi
ments in recording. 

Wat on, in his West Coa t debut, 
came through with more im-

mediacy than the orchestra. The 
34-year-old tenor is a likable 
enough singer. He seems able, 
when he wants, to produce a 
healthy, clarion sound, although 

Please see Kodak, F8 
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