
JANUARY 13, 1969 

Completely rell/odeled ;11 six weeks, United Arti.ffS· EgYPlitm Theatre features rhe first 
Dimellsioll 150 ; l1sla/lat ioll in IfO/ly wOlX/ ; luI.': J,:oJd cur1aim. royal bllle. nUlTOOII 'iellrs. 

featuring 

Theatre Construct ion 



In Holl ywood-First D imension 150 Install at ion: 

A $250,000 Renovation In Six Weeks 

for UA's Egyptian Meets Film Deadline 
C \11 I II O"'l III . he fasft:'sl a nd 

nil'" ..:umrrl'hen ... j\ c remuddi ng and rc­
fur~l,hlng i"h ... t10 rCC\lnJ, :J S~50.000 reno­
, ... lllln ",,( l 'mlt'u Ani",,,' .Jh-year-old Egy pt-
1;10 Theatre. in HolI) .... 000. ""'<lS com pleted 
in ,I' ..... c .. ·I.'-I\Hl da\, ahead o f .. chcdulc . 
The pmjl.·cl Incl uded i ~,t ;III ;l!i 'lO o f 3 D·1 50 
all-purpt"c projec tion "y"lcm. an A mpex 
.. olil1 '1<11(' eight-channel .. ound "plcm. wid­
ening .lOU moving had the screen, lowering 
the project;(lO room Il) 'ca l le\'cl, widening 
the pnl<lccnium a rc h o pening to ~O fect 
fnlm ,",0 fecI, cl1mplc lcl y rcd"'l1.1ralin g the 
audiHlriu m. adding ne ..... )"o undproo fing. re­
pl ac ing carpet ing a nd upd a ting rC ~ l room ~. 

Wllfking o n a n a rollml-Ihc-c lock s C'hed~ 
tile. ;l crew or 50 mcn rushed comple tion of 
the project in o rder to meet the deadl ine for 
Ih.: FgYPlian's reo pening with the premie re 
of "Funny Girl : ' The thea tre w,,~ shuttered 
for .. i'( week!.. And Ihe renov'llio n. it wa .. 
.. aid. "auld normall y ha ve amo unted 10 a 
th ree·I(, · four~month joh. 

'\; ew Screen. :,\ lain Fll)t,r 11" .. lh 

~I <ljo r cha nges invo lved moving the pro­
jection hooth down to thc milin rIoor and 
, ilUati ng a ne w 75·root-widc deeply cu rved 
D- 150 'ereen .10 feet rurther had than Ihe 
urigina l "ereen. ~o a ~ 10 .. ccommoda te the 
Dmlcn, io n 150 projet:lion 'y,lem. By k>w­
cring Ihc projec ti on n 'Om 10 floor level. the 
projcction angle "a .. madc " nea rl y ideal" 

/l U1-:1' 75-lexA 1"1111-:11' {lIe('( Dilll('lUioli J 5(} 
l('run il/act'l/ jlllo place 1110 tJa~'1 ahead 01 
I cll~dll/f' a,' ont ol/asl Ittp,1 III IIpdm;IIM H n/­
I nHUitl', /cmrlillurk lIA /: 1-:,1'P11tm Tltf'fllrf", 

\1'11 P'Olt·t (um hOI/fit IIIcJ/((/t·d III 

"'#IInilt'lou: 01 '- J:yplla" In/\ un tal/tId 
ilftlllrliftlrlllll ll("flrll'II'I . llflmhluH 

Ipt'(wltm(>"f11M, \'u'''/((J 7035/11111 

Pff'l,'ttmf ,-II/It'tlll/fllllpl n -J.'iO 
" /I/pt'j ,\,1'111111,·/ \III/lui \\' It, ' III. 

fm th e screen. The lo nger projection Ihrow 
fr(l m Ihe rcar o f the sea ling area a l,o a llow .. 
u .. e of a focal le ngth pro jcc lio n len .. wllh 
k , .. correc ti on than Ihe previom ~ ho rle r 
o ne, il is ~ta led, 

De .. pit e Ihc area laken over by Ihe new 
pro ject io n hoolh . Ihc Egypti an actua ll y W il ' 

ah le to add 21 scats 10 il s ca pac it y. By 
uti lizing the exira .. pace provided by moving 
Ihc .. cree n hacl; and by Fill ing in Ihe o rches­
Ira pit. Ihe Ihealrc increa .. ed ils sca ting from 
1 . .l IX to 1 .. ' '"' 0. 

R. L. G ro .. h & Sons S~e nic Studios in­
.. Ia lled the hardware- manuractured hy it" 
.. uh .. idi ary Tru-Roll Corp .- for the D-150 
.. creen' .. re motely cont rolled mo\'ahl c ma !<k­
lng tha t enahles it to provide all picture 
.. iles ami a .. pcct ralios . Draperies are a lse 
hy G rosh . 

The new Ampe~ solid slate R-channel 
..ound system- de\'eloped specifica ll y for 
the Dimen .. ion 150 process- was insta lled 
fo r the fir sl time in a Ho ll ywood theatre. 
It repl;aees the six-channel magneti c sou nd 
.. ystem whi ch Ampcx de \'e loped and in­
.. t:ll led fir st at the Egyptian. in 1955, and 
fo r which Ampex la ler received an Acad­
emy award . The new system is sa id to 
occupy aho u! hair the ... pace of previous 
"yslems. Olhe r eql1ipmenl in Ihe specia ll y 
carpeted hoolh includes Noreleo 70n 5mm 
projectors a nd Ashcrafl lamps. 

Fh e Speaker S)· ' tcm~ B~ hjnd SlaJ:e 

In the D· 150 process . five Voice or Ihe 
Thcalre 'i pcake r syslem .. ,I re located hehind 
Ihe stage. a nll three hank .. o r effects speak­
ers surround the audience. The Ampex 
cighH:hanncl sound system lI .. es three 
'iepmale channel .. to drive the .. urroll nd 
'pea J.. er ... 

The nllltor ized masl; lng ~y" lem is con· 
Irnllt:d hy pu .. hhutlon selection 31 eneh pro­
jeelion n r cra ting .<;ta lion . Separate adjust­
mcn t ~ fo r lOp mask ing and side masking 
provide an unlim ited varicly o f picture 
wid ths and heights. Dupl icate control pan­
els a re provided to operate the screen mask-

ing and cu rt a in fro m a hackstage loca tio n. 
... hould the need arise . 

O ri glOall )' opened in 19 22 by Sid G rau­
man and knm .. n a .. Graum an's Egyptian 
Thea tre. the hOll'~e was conceived as en­
compass ing hOlh a legilimale stage a nti a 
motion pic tu re thea tre, Long a landmark on 
Hollywood Boule \'a rd , it has been the site 
of many fa mo us film premieres. anti many 
of th e big~'C s t sta rs have appea red on it" 
.. tage. Si te of the firsl Todd·AO sy ... tem in­
, lall Ol lio n in 1955. it wa ... extensi\'ely re­
modeled then ror Ihc o pening o f "Ok la­
homil !"-the f i r~ 1 70mm Todd-AO fea ture . 
I! was also rcdet:Oraled and refurbished 
when " My Fa ir I.ady" opened il s HolI )'­
wood engagement. " Robinhood" was shown 
OI l the ori ginnl opening in Oclober. 19 22. At 
thc gala reopening Octoher 9, 1968. rollow. 
ing the current renovatio n. scats in Ihe de 
luxe roadshow thea tre for the premiere of 
" Fun ny Girl" sold fo r S 1 00 apiece . 

)<:ntil'"e Prosce ni um Remon d 

One o f the major tasks confronling Ihc 
constructi on engineers in the Egyptian's six · 
week "face- li fting" was removal of aboul 
150 Ion .. or co ncrete-representing the en­
tire proscenium. As jackhammers tore loose 
boulder size chunks o f conc re te non-stop. 
other workmen rushed const ruction of a 
new eoncretc heam to .. upporl the ne ..... 
proscenium, 

An example o f the kind of lime-a nd 
lahar-.. a" ing concerls employed wa.. a 
nove l method o f completing two j('lbs at the 
.. a me lime. While workmen were husil y 
engaged Ol to p a three·~ lo ry scaffold tem po­
rar il y 'illpPori ing Ihe roof. olhe l'" c rews were 
pouring a new concrete rloor around Ihe 
scarrold leg .. . A frer the pouri n~ had been 
compleled and the scaffold was read)' to be 
mo \·ed. acetylene torches quickl y cut off 
the legs jU'i1 ahove Ihe new floor ~lnJ wor}; 
continued without n momcn!'s los .. , 

10hn .. on-Scurlock Co. was the general 
cont ractor. Bob Croshy was the joh surer· 
vi sor, 


