LYCEUM THEATRE, SHEFFIELD.
—_—

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

This palatial temple of the drama, which has taken
the plu:e of the City Theatre, will undoul nnk
the list of beautiful new playhouses whi
D mng to adorn the main streets of the pnnmptl m

vestibule have been exqui-

of Louis XIV.,, the box,

picked out with lovely
e cei

The salle and the chlrmln’
sitely decorated in the st
circle, and gallery fronn
and cunningly devised electric laraps. ing and
dome is & dream of beuut{ nd hute colouring, and
the proscenium is a fitting frame for the land of
humour, and romsnce which lies beyond its white snd
gold oolnmnl The -tua and auditorium are lighted

i 'he
commanding and ornate

il
does, an entirely isolated position, with exits into thm
important_thoroughfares, viz., lor-street, Arundel-
street, and Tudor-place. Mr'W. R. Sprague has cer-
tainly had a diffoult task, but & look at the
building shows at once that he has triumphantly
succeeded, for in place of the flat,

the eyn of

entlre y by gas is on in case of

o) failure of the electric light. Little
;henmn hu been made in the stage block, butan
entirely new st has been laid with all the latest
improvements in the nutter of tnpl, bndn-. &o. The
stage measures 72ft. from o grid 50ft.
high, and the opening is nbont sm by 28ft. There

at,

elevation of the old City Theatre,
the artistic beholder is ghddenad by & bold, classic
frontage, with lmnﬂng Ionic columns and orna-
mental designs, symbolical of the high and honourable
purpose for which the structure has been erected.
main architectural feature at the corner of Arundel
;nd Tudor-cme’cd s is & lofty oirfo\ll;: :owieri‘lnxmmh:
y & copper dome, at the of which, in heroic
poised on one foot a ﬁnemggu of Fﬁme. who'i;:hl
aloft a torch. In this 'nl be placed an arc
lamp of 500 candle power. The principal entrances
are placed at this corner, and an iron and glass
awning of munc duigu gives a wufombh
and pleasing aj nce to the whole, n[ﬁr
circle, amj hnhuna, and gallery exits are |n
street, and there are emeigency exits (in case of fire)
on to the flat roots of the dressing-rooms, which flank

each side of the main building. The house is on the

“ two-tier ” principle, and is a to hold 3,000
persons. No columns have been , and from every
seat there is an uninterrupted view of "the stage.

are eight private boxes,

On the gmnd floor, level
lls and pit. The first floor
consists of grand circle and upper mcle and above is
the spacious gallery, part of which is divided off into
Amphitha.tre stalls, The stallsand circle fauteuils are
roomy, and are lnxuno\uly uph in crimson
Utmht velvet, the curtains,

portires being of the same rich mlmhl. The corri-

and
the large space at the
enlb!ed him to provide a buunful foyer, with ample
accommodation in the shape of retiring-rooms, refresh-
ment buffets, crush-rooms, and all necessary offices.

and Co., of London. The furnishing, &ec.,

are large shops, property rooms, chorus
rooms, and a spacious scene- dock, and Mr John Hart
need have no fear of the Actors’ Association, as there
are twelve comfortable -rooms, well furnished
and provided with hot and cold water. In addition

to the ordinary act-drop and tableau curtains,
there is a stecl curtain, which can be lowered
at a moment’s notice at an alarm of fire, and hydrants
have been placed in every part of the theatre., Con-
structed mainly of steel, stone, and concrete, the
building, practioally speaking, is perfectly fireproof.

The theatre is the propertvof the Lynanm ‘Theatre
(Sheffield), Limited, and will' be directed by Mr John
Hart, who 8o successfully guides the deatmlu of the
Gnnd. Leeds ; the Royal, Bradford ; and other leading
provincial phyhonm Mr Hart's local representative
is Mr T. Hopcutt, who is here well known and highly
respected, and whose duties will be pleuuntlv arduous
on Monday evening, when the first artists to tread the
new stage will be her Dlajesty’s servants, the Royal
Carl Rosa opera company.

The theatre has been reconstructed from the dul;u
of Mr W. R. Sprague, of Fitzalan Hmln, trand,
London. The building contractors were M
Longden and Sons, of Sheffield, The &)lnﬂo work has
been supplied and the whole of the decorations have
been designed and carried out by Messrs De Jong and
has been done by
Cranston_and Elliott, of Edllblll"h The stage hn
been lzocked wnth excellent new scenery by Messrs

G. Betts, and the beautiful uni
reﬂ credit on the good taste and
il ny of Mr Henry Emden, the well-known

scenio artist.



