DRURY LANE THEATRE.
IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS.

e
The Christmas pantomims at Drury Lane is
to be introduced om Boxing-day in what will, to =
hmuhnt.bonmth-n Bines the begioning
laat, an army of man have had posses-

m&mmm:mm day ll;‘:;"
oot a wast me o mmtdd;-l
Philip E. Pilditch, the Consulting Acschitect to the

Marqunss of Balisbury and the Duke of Bodlu!ﬂ-

In the anosis of Theatre no maall
of the bost records of the Brilish drams are en-
sbrined. Tha ground is sacred to David Garrick, to
Charles Eomble, and to Mre, Siddons; with it ame
associated the names of Mrs. Jordan, of William
Farren, of - FPope, Banaister, and King;
it wns bhere that Shendan first
his Seheol for Scandaf, and thas Edmund
Eean's Sbylock, by one stroke of geniua, revived the
declining fortunos of a modern house. For nearly
two centuries and a-balf the neighbourbood of * The
Lane " has bad its interest largely bound up with

thoss of tue playbousa. The first Theatre Royal in |

Drury-lane was opeoed in April, 1665, under Royal
patent, the play presented by * His Majesty's SBer
wvants " being The Humorous Liextenant, by Beaon-
mont and Fletcher, Thomas Killigrew was chieily
responsible for the undertaking, bus it took the form
of a joint-stock speculation, in which the actors had
a share of intorest. The building wns only s small
one, and it did not cost more than £1500. Nine
yiars later the strocture was destroyed by fire, and
Sir Christopher Wren was cmploved to desigo
another, which cost £4000, After passing throuch
many Uosncial vielssitudes, the second bhousa was
closad in 1791, and three years atterwards a toird, aod
much larger, theatre was erectad, capable of accom-
modatiog 3600 persons, In 1809 fire agsin left
nolhigg but & heap of ruins on the site ; but in the
following Bession of Parlinment an Act was passed
the propristors of the old house to form a
-{_ﬁnt-ﬂmcl: g:‘npua for the pua:nol n-buld:li.
Prings Begent encouraged movement, an
with the stsistance of an iofloential Committee, &
sum of £400,000 was raised for the purpose. All
embarrassments were thus, fora timo at
east, removed, and no man did more to bring about
such & result than Mr. Samusl Whitbread, the prin-
cipal propaetor.
‘The handsomo theatrs known to resent geperations
was then designed by Mr. Benjamin Wyatt, and
opened to the public in 1810. It consetituted an im-

portant addition to the great plsyhous=s of the world,
aod renswed 1ts title to recoguition as the * National
| Theatre.” The architect evidently gsve careful con-
sideration to nll the elements pecessary in the con-
struction of a model bhowe of the deama, but the

undergton such a radical change in tles direction of
greater regard for public safety that = schemeo of re-
comstruction bas once more been demaocled. Although
its liconee still comes from the Crown, through th

Lord Chamberiain's Department, the Laodon County
Counsil olsim the right to exercise jurdwdiction over
the theatre, and tho alterations oow baiing carried
out amre thoe result of =an arbittmtaon awand
given by Mr. Joho Slater, who was appointed by
Lord Windsor, the First Comminsiones of Works.
Roughly speaking, only the shell <f Wyati's

bouse is yetained, and even in this ponion of the
fabmic certain new leatures will appear. Three yeara

and | #g0 the frst ana eecond ticrs were eotirely recon-

structod iu steel ani conerote, The two upper fluoes,
containing the balecony and gallary, are now under-
goigg trestmpnt in the same way, the fnmts being
ornasmented with fbrous plaster.

Two new staifeases have been provided at either
gide of tho building. The:o aro laid ope above the
other, so that four independont streams of peopte wiil
be able to Jeave tha gallery at the sams moment, each
staircass being completa'y shut off from tho other by
stone and beickworl:, This arrsogensent will, of
course, aild immunsely to the socurity of thoss who mav
be seated in the upper portions of the auditorium, and
it is one which wmill, no doubt, be repeated in other
paw places of soterisinment Additional gangways
have Lecon Jormed in the (icst and  scoomd tiars,
harmeoimog with those in tho floors above, and all
the old exits bave received careful attention. Im-

Iane, Catherine-stroot, aad Hussell-strest—the threa
thoroughlares ioto which the audiences emorge—anid
the wonns of approach to the thessre will, therefore,
bi vastly improved. Deyond the aveoues meationnd,
tho bailding possesses, on the Bouth side, the further
advanlage of a private roadway, formerly known as
Vinegar-yard.

No inturference whatever is needed with the heavy
timbered rool that Mr. Wyntt cootrived, becausas no
better material could possibly be suggested ; but tha
ceiling, upon the eluborats decoration of which £1000
was spent, bas given plece to one composed of
fibrous plaster, 8 matarial Yodiog gunaral acceptancs
in modern principles of canstruction, owing to the
fact that it offers uo encouragement to the spread of
flamen, The nuw ceiling is being richly adorned with
paiutings represcoting the months of the year, while

the inner design pictures, with plessing effect, the

conditions governing some of these details havo sinee |

| are two fuct deep.

portant streot widenings are in progress in Drury- | scongs of aplay.

four sersona, the pancls of the artists being seb 1n
flural festoons. Ao immense electrolier will hang
from tho centre of the voof, nnd the ceiling itseif is
dotted with hundreds of electric lamps which agree-

' ably follow the Lwes of an effcctive schome of decora-
| tion,

The old proseeninm charncteristies have been re-
moved aud repleced by others fonined of fibrous plaster,
Io the centre will appear the Hoyal coat of arms
modelled in gile, the ceiling rising inomsdintely above,
At the wmides are marble pilnsteas, and the
entablatures rest wpon steel and (Mrous plaster
columns, The uppor drapery, whicli was such a
prominent feature, has disappesred sltogether, and
the public will instead jook in future upco & massive
plaster pediment, decosated in classio style, still
inore in harmony with the surroundings. Every scrap
of solt woodwork has been cut away [rown the stage,
and a yew deekivg laid of weak, which, as is well
kuowy, possesses poouline Ore-romisting  qualities,
This flone is supported by stesl gicders, sowe of which
All the wid wooden traps have
buen condemned, nod peploced by safor metal
dovices conuected with intersecting ge.lleries mado of
stegl,  This new work gives the basoment area
of the stage tho appoaraucs o©f an epgioe-
toom m a  Iarge  occau-going ateawer, und
the effect is beightened by the powerful ap-
pliavces alrcady cxisting for eaising and lowering
the central portions of the stage. Under the plan of
recoustruction deemed vecessary, it was ordered that

| the old wooden **fies * should be takeu down and

stecl galleries erocted in their stead. A similar
clearapce bas bron mude of the numerous hompen
soped emploved i the manipulation of sceuncry, and
pothing but steel wire is now employod, tho introduc-
tion of counter-weights greatly redneiog the amount
of mavual Jabour necded in setting the vanous
A fireproof eurtiin, with overhead
sprinklecs, bad previously beon installed, and when
all the now features are taken 0to account it will be
recognised that pothing bas apparcotly boen left un-
doue that could add in any degree to the safety of
audiences aod performers alike, It may be andded
that thero will bo a dozen diffeswnt exits from the
stace fo thu open air, aud the dressing-room
on the ground fleor will beneeforth be used as &
rofreshment buffet by stall-boiders. Uffices for tha
management are being erccted above Vinegar-yani,
the old staff-rooms bhuaving been gimw up to the space

required for the new staircnses. Tho improvements
desnrlhnd will involve a total expanditure of from
£25,000 to £30,000, Fending rewnostruction, the
musical rebearsals for the Paostomume of The White
Cat are being conducted in s local Valunteer Drill-
hall, and the Grand Saloon of the thentrs will shortly
be used by the priveipals for the samo purposo.




