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PORTALS OF STATELY NEW UNITED ARTISTS THEATER SOON TO OPEN

“One of the most beautiful theaters in the United States” is the statement used to describs the new United Artists Playhouse on Broadway, between Ninth and Tenth' streets, which 15 to be formally opened on the
night of the 26th inst. with the premier showing of Mary Pickford's “My Best Girl.” ‘There has been a tremendous expenditure of money upon the part of Joseph M. Schenck and assoclates onr the interlor decorative features
of the theater, it is sald. The unique sketch below by Staff Artist Charles H. Owens of The Times represents & cross section of the huge theater, Also miay be seen a photograph of the exterior which fronts on Broadway.

BY EDWIN SCHALLERT

. PLAYHOUSE for motlon pictures!
That is the dream to be realized itk the new Unlted Artists Theater,
which opens the 26th tnat. It 18 a $3,600,000 structure between Ninth
and Tenth streets on Broadway, and & rhapsody in gold. as regards the
elaborateness of its: construction. It 13 a showhouse of 2100 capacity and
is the first to be bullt here for pictures to bive a mezzanine floor In addl-
tion to a balcony and lower floor--thus three for the accommodation ot
audlences, . Jepresident of United Artists, told me

The premiere of this theater will
be one of the great events of flmdom.
It 18 sponsored by the United Artlsts
Pictures, Corporation, which includes
the most celebrated stars of the films,
and those who in a majority of cases
have ‘done much 1f not the most, to
make film history. through o period
of years, o

FULFJLLED IDEAL

The theater 18 to be a fulfitlment
of their jdeal in presentation jn that
1t will slya the true emphasls to the
motion picture itself. According to
present plans, there will be noO pro-
logues or other stage entertainment,
but o highly perfected musical ac-
companiment. Attentlon will be con-
centrated on the shadow entertains
ment,

The opening showing Wwill be ot
“My Best . Qtel,” with Mary Pickford,
It is considered’ her most successful
production in scveral years. Mary's
film was selected because she herself
bR been from almost thelr very be-
ginning identified with the growth of
pictures. - 8he was the first star to
ghin fame and to retain 1t until the
present, :

The idea'for & theater of the type
of the United Artists was concelved
approximately two yenrs ago. At that
time 1-remember Joseph M. Schenck,

that the artlatic presentation of mo-
tion plctures could best be obtalned
through the proper mingling of tru-
ly fine pictures and -truly fine music,
without additional presentations.
“The two form n natural bond, and
in the.main the music should be qulet
and tastefully chosen, played by an
adequate orchestrs, so ss to form &
natural and unostentatious accom-
paniment,” he sald. “I belleve that i
Ppictures are presented in this Yashion
they will find the publie more than
receptive, and that they will recagh
& public, which is beglnning to weary
of seeing programs {n which the im-
portance of the pletures themselves
is diminished by too much sdded e¢n-
tertalnment.”
- In yecent weeks Mr. Schenck has
even more forcibly expressed his be-
llet in the future of tho thenter that
18 dedicated to pictures, and the|
dangers to-the film industry itself
through the averemphasls on stage
dlvertisements.

CHAIN OF TWENTY

The United Artists Theater here ia
one of a chaln of about twenty thea-
ters to be built i1 various cltles of
the United States. The policy will
be much the same in «il of them,
except that it ls plannea to make
the house here tn the future the
world premiere theater,

‘This is another step toward the ad-

It {s impossible for this plan to be
fulfllled in the instance of Mary Plok-
ford’s film, because that has already
been shown elsewhere, but this pice
ture was chosen for the

| LONG‘lN BUILDING
| The theater required nine or ten

architecture is Spanish Gothle. The
:ntteﬂor. the lobby and foyer in style
ps R |

pening for
the speclal reasons already mentioned,
and the policy will be put in force
with later presentations.

Carl! Elinor, kno®wn for the quality
of his musical scores, will be the
guest conductor for the opening eve-
ning. He has arranged the score for
the plcture. All the United Artists
atars will be present, and will broad-
cast o greeting to the public nation-
ally over the radio. Among those
who have promised to speak are Mary
Plckford, Norma Talmadge, Glorln
Swanson, Douglas Fairbanks, John
Barrymore, Chbarlea Chaplin, D, W,
GrifMth, Corinne Grifiith, Dolores Del
Rlo, Vilma Banky, Ronsld Colman,
Sam Goldwyn, who produces pictures
for United Artists and others. :

Mr. 8chenck -and I. C. Preud, who
was associated with him in the bulld-
ing enterprise, Miss Pickford, various
Btate and ecivic. officlals, Harold B.
Fronklin of the West Coast Theaters,
which gre ldentlfied with the man-
|agement, will take part in the dedi-
cation ceremonies.

va 1t of Los Angelea in the flield
of_plcture exhlibition. '

cathedral-llke, are
ornate. The foyer hus a high vaulted
ceiling lavishly decorated,

The . dominant note in the audl-
torium itself is gold—distant spaces
ot greenish gold for the celling gnd
walls, crystallizing directly overhead
in a brilllant sunburst. Alsles are
roomy sand.chairs comfortable,

The floor directly une-
der the balcony is of small capacity,
taking the place of the conventional
loges. It is a new ldea in thenter
conatruction, and affords sn attrac-
tive exclusiveness to these seats, There
are 1o star boxes, Mural palntings
adorn the side walls, deplcting film
portrayals and personalities.

The stage, dusigned definitely for
plétures, 1s not deep. The proscen-
{um aroh is, however, of a good width.
The thenter has both capacity and
intimacy, and would seem to attaln
a new-objective {n suitabllity to film
projection. | .

In additlon to the orchestral accom-
panimer.t, thers will occasionally be
singing as an embellfshment to the

tcal paniment ' elther of
chorus or soloist. Dion Romandy is
the conductor of the orchestra.

Ceornfort has been sought throughe
out the struoture of the theater,
ample space being promised for the
intermlssion promenade in the foyer,
while there are besides smoking rooms
and lounges on various floors.

All of which gives promise of one
of the most dazzling premieres in
motion-pleture annals.

months to construct. The type ot}




