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Centers Constitute Great Item in Current Construction

- Amusement

~ g =7 ey

ATLANTIC ~WHITTIER BOULEVARD THEATER.

L e ey ] .
(.

EL _CENTRO “THEATER

UNITED ARTISTS THEATER
AND CALIFORNIA PETROLEUM
BUILDING

MILLIONS BEING EXPENDED FOR SOUTHLAND THEATERS

Numerous Projects to Enhance Really Values and Municipal Appearance; New Chain of Amusemen
Centers Announced for Western Stales- :

Theater construction in Los:Angeles and ‘Southern California in genersl, iepresents an expenditure of millions of dollars. Such structures bullt,
belng erected and contemplated In this part-of the country, are not only of a character intended importantly to further the welfare of stage and
screen production and the convenience and eafaty of theater patrons, but also are significant in enhancing municlpal appearance and realty values.

Only in the last few days Sol Les-4

ser, president of Principal Theaters,
Inc,, of America, and Leo M. Harvey.
Los Angeles real-estate operator, have

organized the Western States Bullding
Corporation, planning to erect more
theaters in towns of about 15,000
population. Theso theaters are to be
built at an avernge expense of 8160,-
000 each, in the amsall towns through-
out the western hslf of this country,
and are to be afillated with other
theaters of the Lesser chain in the
eastern States. A number of them are
projected for towns of Southern Call-
fornla.

With final detalls of construction
in process of completion, it i the
expectation of the bullders that the
United Artists’ Theater and Califor-
nia Petroleum Building at 051 South
Broadway and ‘costing 83,500,000, will
be ready for uss during the approach-
ing Christmas season. The artiatic
and luxurfous theater, having & Seat-
ing capacity of 2200, wiil have its
dedicatory premiere the 26th inst.,
and It also has boen announced that
the omce portion of the building,
containing mora than 100 suites, is
practically fintshed and will be ready
for use soon after the firat of the

year,

Ground for this limit-height struc.
ture, built by Joseph M. Schenck
and- I, C. Freud for United Artists,
was broken Iasi March and the work
80 expedited that a record in local
theater construction {s sald to have
been made. Walker & Elsen were
architects for tho bullding, Edwards
Brothers were the excavating con-
tractors and the constructing wos tn
the hands of the Scoficld Engineer-
tng-Constructlion Company, the two
latter firms being afiliated with the
Southern California chapter, Assoclat~
ed General Contractors of Americs.

The building, rising thirteen stor-
fes above its basement, oovers an
ares of 150 by 150 feet.

AT CULVER CJTT

Announcement of n theater to be
Jocated in Regal Square, opposite the
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studlos, Cul-
ver City, was made last week, It
will be bullt by Fred A, Miller, head
of the - Carthay Circle Theater, who
has extensive holdings in Culver Clty.

No definite date for beginning
construction has been set, but plans
are belng drawn up and it is ex-
pected that Mr. Miller soon will have
an announcement to make regarding
start of work.

YOR WARNER BROTHERS

Completion of interior work with-
in the near future will enabls the
opening in March, it is expected, of
the theater erected on Hollywood
Boulevard at Wllcox, for Warner
Brothers, at a cost of $1,800,000,

G. Albert Lansburgh was architect
for the structure, and Lange & Berg-
strom, its constructors.

FOR VEGA CORPORATION

The Vega Corporation, of which P.
N. Snyder {s president, awarded a
contract last week to A, V. Perkinson
and Company for the erectlon of a
theater to cost 8270,000 and which
will bs located at Atlantlc and Whit-
tier boulevards. The deslgn for the
structure was prepared by Balch
Brothers, Ios Angeles.

PANTAGES. AT FRESNO

Work was atarted during the week,
to be well along on the new.bulld-
ing at Fresno that is to house a
branch of the Pantages circult, the
steel framework being in place.
. 'The structure, two storfea in height,
is being bullt for Alexander Fane
tagea st & cost of $500,000, B. Mar~
cus Priteca of Los Angeles was the
architect for it, and Ear! B. Naw-
comb of Los Angeles, {5 handling the
construction.

AT REDLANDS

. Among the theaters listcd for con-
struction is one to be bullt at Red-
lands for the West Coast Junior
Circuit, Inc, according to announce-
ment. L. A. Smith wns architect for
it and the contract for It has been
awarded to the Bellah Constructfon
Company of Los Angeles. Its cost, it
was stated, will be $300,000.

CONSTRUCTING TWO
Two theater buildings, each ocost-
ing #$250,000, one at Ventura and the
other at Santa Maria, wers reported
during the week in process of con-
struction. ‘They are & part of the
Principal Theaters Corporation of
California, of which Mike Rosenbarg
{s president, and which {s a subsld-
lary elrcuit of the Principsl Theaters
Corporation of America, recently
formed by 8ol Lesser. According to
announcement, the Santa Maris thea-
ter is one-half gwned by the Eanta
Maria Amusement Company, of which
Dorsey. Banta Maria man, is
president;, while the other is equally
shared with the American Amuse-
ment Company, of which Charles Cor-

coran, Ventura, {s president.
Ground was broken tor the them-
ter at Ventura within the last ten
deys. 'The one at Banta Mboria 18

nearly one-half completed.

. EL CENTRO PROJECT
El Centro fs to be the locals of &
project comprising a modern motion-
plcture theater, stores, and an air-
drome, and for which the beginning
of construction is immediately com-
templated, according to announce-

‘ment just made. It also has been

announced that this project has
been made posesible through David
M. Croft and Harold B. Franklin,
president and general manager of the
West Coast Theaters. Tho genaral
contract for it has been awarded to
Barkelew & Gould of Los Angeles at
808,608, The structurs, which will
occupy s site st Seventh and State
streets, will have space for six stores
in addition to the theater, which is
to havo a eseating capacity of 1400,
The alrdrome, an open-alr theater,
designed to meet warm-weather con-
ditions there, will ssat 1200,



