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redu ced to be un rlpr · LTTTLE OFFLEY , HERTS. a two·stori NI building and tbe e ntrance h a ve b een too mu~h 
s lood. 

PORTOBELLO TOW" 
EDI N BU RG H . 

HALL, 
Thi s an c ie nt h Oll se . afl e r n pe r iod of com · 

parative neglec t. ha b ee n r ecentl y 
th oroug hly re no vat ed I,hrou ghollt by its ne w 
owne r. Not mu c h actual ne w buildillg was 

Th is hu ilding wa s recentl y ope ned hy t he required . t he necessary wo rk be ing really a 
R ight HOll ourab l. R. K . In ches, L ord comple te r eparation. and pro vi s ions of a 
P rovos t of t he city . By t he Edinburgh Ex · utilitari a n chamc te r , cons is tin g of sanitary 
te ns ion Act of 1896 , wh e re by th e th ell out· I fittin gs and drainage for th e house, farm · 
l\'l ll g burgh of Porlobell o was ann exed to house, and bailiff 's cottage, well ·boring and I 
th e cit )'. one of th e obliga t io ns IInde rtaken water supply for t.he buildings on the e state , 
b~' the city was, a mong othe r thin gs, t he pro · h eating a.nd ge ne rnl repairs. A ne w loggia 
\' I ~ IO II of a - town -hnll to accomm oda te not and n ight nurse ry , illustrated in the accom
Ie" tho" 800 pe rso " s . It w~ s resolved t o panying drawin g. were, h oweve r , added to 
ca rry Oll t th is la st of l he und e r takings lInde r th e so uth e nd of th e house, whil e othe r 
th () ll!! l'C'r m () ld . :l Ilt! t.h p to wn ·hall has now building works were a wate r-tower , a pair of 
bre n C'ntnplrl, ·d . h:l\·ing nC'rfl mm odnl io n for cottages. a nd n. new lodge added t o an 
1 .0nO p l~ rso l l s. (·xC' llI ... i\'{~ flf tl u'" p ln tforll1 and exis t ing one . whi ch wa s alter ed in cha racte r. 
lil t" ... 111alJ hn l!. ' I' h,· p l a l l ~ ~ ' x p lni ll t hf- m se l ve s. The f\s t nte li rR on high g rol1ncl about one 
'('h r' ohlflllg t ~· p (> \\a ... rrn! ... idf' n ·r! th p most and n hfl lf IHileR o ff th e road between 
(. l1i l :1 I,1 1' ffl l' a huildil! .:.! s ill l nt ,~ d il l n di stl'i c- t H it.c1lill 'flnd Luton , and the hOll se , with its 
\\ h, ' r(' It, Itn ~ to lh ', :lI l apk d h, :t I n l' g~" \'n ri p t y '; lI bs id in ry hll ildings and co ttages, is an that 
!I f (1 11 1,11(' u ... (> ... . I ll(' a l'l' n ll~ f' IIl (, l tf 011 pIn !! is )pft of t.he one· t. im e hamle t. of L itll e 
", th(· r,~ "o l' p . 'i ll'l) I~" ali t! d i r ,~ C'l . . Th,~ !tfl ll is o rn e~' , " ' he t he .. t.h e pla re is on t he s ite of 
fl n nk N j fill ('I t hp l' .... I d (l by ;) ('o l't'llio r :If t. Gi l l. Kinrr Offfl'S P fl lace 0 1' not . is n ma t te r for 
\\J(~ f' , Th i;;; i., t ok(> 11 ~dT , lh r. width be t wee n th e~ nt i ql1 a l' i nn ; butiti s l'eputed that G reat ' 
"' 011' wnlls, th o. res t n ct l!' g th p. ove rh a ng of and L ittl e Orn e), tok e th e ir names fr om thi s 
s l(le ·bo \conl es . ou<l e ffcc tl\'cly r e ncl c l'l ng th e k ing h ov ing built h is" pala ce" ancl re id ed 
!la l1 l r .c;'j lla bl ~ to d ran ghV. . The bui ldill g hc r('. The hOll se is, howeve r , ve ry in . 
! ~ ca rn ed ont Hl c; t ()llf' fr om D nrlt cy Quarry , te res ti ll g from t he d iff e rent d a tes of work it 
~o l' thllmhr rl ; tI }(l. Th f' s tOIl P ca r ring h as contnins. a nd t he e \'id ence it off e rs of de
bee n ('~(' r ~lt f' d I ~ Ih. · a l' c· ll itl'{" ' ';; d rnwing~ It ,v \'e lopm ellt f ro m a simpleI' .;; tru cture. The 
~fr . . D lnll " n hll"l . n .S .A .. rd' Erl inb11l'gh . ph ot.og ra ph on th e top of t.h e pl a te g ive s the 
~II, Itd" I' ~ lnl \\fI (Jlh\(IrI..; ' ''' (.I ('u ll lm b i an p i li P Illai l! 1'1'0 111. Jt "'(Hl ld appt' ;) l' to have bee II 
flll~ sh (' d . 1,11 tll, · " :dllral rolo ur h~·. a , ,,:nx(' d f'l l' ig inn ll .v n. l imb(' l' bu ilding. o n the typi cal 
0111 ~ h. l it" IlIh\ l'If1 r pIU .... l' , I' \\u l' k t... (11I1 ", l h ,d p lnn of roof-h igh II a ll , wi t h gabl ed e nd 
11 1 pal, · ( ' 1'. ':1 11 1 I ) l! /'p",( ·( " T i ll ' apfl l'l .xl l tl a l ,' \\i l lgS . T I H~ O ld y h it of tirnhe l'wo rh: that now 
('(' 'i l or th e 1II I i ld i ll g i ... I..: 8.f)IIO , '!' IH ' :Hf ,hilC'(, t ~ h ow s on th t" exte ri or ca ll he see n in the 
i< . ~ Ir . J ., A. \\'i llin" "ol1 , i\ .n . I.B .A .. the n cro mpnn~' i n g draw ing. Th e hall has been 
CIty A rch ltcet. . subseque ntl y rl i\' ided up and cOll\'e rted into 

I brought t o th e centre. The result is that the 
g round · floor rooms are rathe r low, the fir t· 
floor co rridor jus t allows h eadroom , and the 
bedroo ms we re continu ed up in to th e roof. 
The chimney·sta ck s, th e brick gabled 
s tructure containing th e s taircase , th e brick 
gables of the front , and t he fe w re maining 
wood · mullioned , tl'ansomed , lead · g lazed 
windows probably be long to this early 
pe ri od of improve ment. Subseque ntly the 
centre of the building was re front ed in thin 
r ed brick , a flat towards th e front, about 
half.way up the roof, allowing the ceilings to 
be continued le ve l toward;; th e extel'lor wall, 
and thi s pe rmitting of th e introduction of 
earl y sash windows with thi ck bars. Both 
the mull io ned lead ·glazed and th e sashed 
windows have in place. bee n r eplaced by 
late r ones . whil e th e house has been ex· 
te nd ed by t,h p addit io n of small subsidiary 
win gs on th e front, olle Cit least to serve the 
pmpose of n powd e rin g roo m . nnd a rece ntly 
add ed win " to th e se n ' ice por tio n of the 
house. Ti ,e scull e r), a nd se n 'ants' hall 
occupy what used to be th e brew·house. The 
house is thu. pe rhaps, as inte resting an 
example , on a small scale , a s could be found 
of the evolution of domesti c work to meet 
the r equire ments of su cceedin g gene!ation.s. 
A quaint drawin g of the house, pubhshed III 

Si r H em .\' Chaun cy's" His tory of Hertford· 
'shil'e" (1700). g ives a clue to its then con · 

I diti oTl . Clnd show s a t urre t in th e centre of 

, 

the b uild ing . Eviden ce that th is once 
exis ted i, to be fonnd in th e s turdy oak cage· 
framin g to supp or t s ll ch a f eature in the roof 
ove r Ih e boxroo m. VarIous fra gme nts of 
pan ell ino of diffe rent date re main in the 
hou e, .;'nd suffi cient old oak panelling was 
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